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QCTOBER 4, 1995

Major Larry G. Rhinehart

State Boating Law Administrstor
pepartment of Natunral Resources

402 W Washington Street Rocm w-255D
Indianapolis IN 46204

’Dear Major Rhinshart: -

Thank you foxr your facsimile of September 14, 1995, asking how
rhae Coast Guard and the States should regulate water vahicles
such as the "Shuttle Craft, " which are powered by Parsonal
Wwatercraft (FWC), as opposad O oonventional inboard anginesz,
cutboard mokors or sterndrive undits.

Members of my staff who attended +ha International Maxine Trades
exhibit and Convention (IMTEC) in Chicago, illinoiz in Septamber
of 1994 axamined & similar product being marketed under the trade
name "Windjet." Enclosed you will £ind coples of our
sorrazpondence with the msnufacturar and the reply we recaivad.

what follows are answers to some of the obvious questions that
might ba raised about msuch products.

Quegtion: How should States treat watex vehicles which are
powarsd by PWC?

nngwer: Water vshicles such as the tghuttle Craft" and
vywindjet" should be treated as conventional powered boats.
They ara dasigned primarily for propulsien by a motor -- in
this case orna or- two PWC. A vessel propslled by a motor is a
conventional boat. Purchasers do not use such vessals as
unpowered rafts.

Quegtion: Do.they have Hull Identification Numbers (HINg)?
Answer: Yes.
guestion: Should they have HINs?

anawer: YeH.
Puestion: When doas guch a product bhegome a vesesal?

answer: The statutes define the.term, vyessel, " as including
tavary dascription of watercraft (other than a sesplane on the
water) used ox capable of being used as a means of
transportation on the water." The manufacturars of the
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sgnuttle Craft” and "Windjet” have dasigned them with the
intent that they be used as a msans of transportation on the

water.

puestion: Do they have/need a U.sS. Coast Guard Maximum
Capacities label?

Bnswer: Based on the response from tha builder of the
"Windjet, " the manufacturer mada svery effort to comply with
all spplicable safety standards in 33 CFR 183 and NMMA
requirsments. The manufacturexr of the "Shuttle Craft" has a
Manufactursr Identification Code (gsz) and the brochure faned
+o us baars tThe NMMA logo. wa'll write the manufacturer to
verify compliance; however, the "Shuttlecraft® probably also

complies with applicable safaty standards.

Question: Are such vessals boats for Boating Acgident
Reporting purposes?

Angwers: Yes.

since the "Shuttlecrsft" and "Windjet" are desigoed primgrily for
propulsion by a motor, they should hava their own State
regigtration numbers, because the featurss of the connectad
vessel(s) would differ fron +hoge of the PWC(=) when the veasels
ara in tandem and the registration numbex{s} on mated PUC{3)

would not be wvizibhle.

According to Rick Gipe of my staff, the sbove interpretations
agrea with the findings of last week's Numbaring and Titling
Workshop st the NASBLA meating in Las Vegas, Nevada.

' 8incerely,

: J. A. STIMATZ
Chief, Auxiliary, Boating, and
Consumer Affairs Divislon
By direction of the Commandant

Englosures

Copy to: Mr. Ed Carter
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